
A Strong Foundation for 
Minnesota’s Children



Early brain 
development is 
the foundation 

of all future 
growth





Minnesota’s Young Children
(2013 Data from Federal Administration for Children & Families)

Å408,872 MinnesotaChildren Ages 0-5

Å74% Live in Households Where the Parents Present 
are Working

Å15%Live Below the Federal Poverty Level

Å36%Live Below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level
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Early Learning Scholarships 

ÅHelp children ages0-5 in low-income families 
access Parent Aware rated programs

Å$70M/year in state funding available

Å~10,000 scholarshipsof up to $7,500 in use 
statewide
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Parent Aware Mission

Parent Aware:

ÅHelps programs improve

ÅHelps families find early 
care and education

ÅHelps children prepare for 
school and for life
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Flexible framework
Î Flexible coaching options
Î Documentation options
Î Simplified training choices
Î More robust financial supports

Financial supports:
$1,000 during Building Quality
$2,500 to move to higher Star Levels

Changes effective July 1, 2017



Parent Aware has supports to help programs 
transition to the new practices

How can Parent Aware help?

Supports include:
Î Coaching sessions

Î Ideas for new activities to prepare children for school

Î Access to early learning scholarships for eligible families

Î Higher child care assistance rate for eligible families

Î Support setting and meeting professional development goals
Î Free and low-cost training
Î Free marketing tools and support

Visit parentaware.orgto learn more about the Parent Aware support team.



We learned Parent Aware works!  

Validation study:
Î Children made gains on critical school readiness skills
Î Children in 3 and 4 Star Rated programs made greater gains
Î Children in low-income families made greater gains



Number of rated programs increased more 

than 500% from 2012-2016.
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Nearly 30% of 0-5 year-olds will be served in 

rated programs.

Percent of 316,000 children ages 0-5 at all income levels in non-parental 

care served in rated programs. 



9,000 Minnesota parents search ParentAware.org for 

quality programs each month.



Scholarships serve children ages 0-5.

Ages 0-2
12%

Age 3
32%

Age  4
56%

Minnesota Department of Education (FY2016)



Scholarships serve a racially 

diverse group of children.

White 
Children

51%

Children of 
Color
37%

Not 
Provided 

12%

Minnesota Department of Education (FY2016)



Scholarships are used in a variety 

of settings.

Child Care
37%

Head Start
14%

School Based
49%

Pathways I & II, Minnesota Department of Education (FY2016)


